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To-Go Alcohol in Kentucky 

To-Go alcohol was an emergency measure in 2020 to help 

restaurants, bars, and hospitality businesses survive restrictions on 

indoor dining during the pandemic. What began as a temporary 

response, later became permanent when Kentucky law makers 

passed Senate Bill 67 in 2021 and the governor signed it into law on 

March 15th, 2021. The legalization of to-go alcohol marked a major 

shift in Kentucky’s alcohol policy. A rule created out of necessity 

during the pandemic became a lasting business tool for restaurants 

and bars. It also showed how emergency policies can become 

permanent when lawmakers believe they are useful, popular, and 

manageable under regulation. For Kentucky, to-go alcohol became 

legal not because the state suddenly changed its overall attitude 

toward alcohol, but because the pandemic exposed the need for 

flexibility. Lawmakers chose to keep that flexibility in place to 

support small businesses, offer convenience to consumers, and help 

the hospitality industry recover. The businesses were able to recover 

sales and help keep their staff employed while offering added 

convenience to the customers when ordering to-go food.  

Overall, this was a positive move for the hospitality industry, but 

businesses offering alcohol to-go must not forget the regulations set 

forth with this new opportunity to ensure alcohol is served safely and 

follow other regulations pertaining to the purchase, consumption 

and service of alcohol that are already in place. It’s been a few years, 

so let’s go over the to-go alcohol regulations: 

 

• First and foremost, the business must have a license that 

permits the specific type of to-go or delivery alcohol sale. 

UPCOMING 
SERVSAFE® 
CLASSES 
 
August 17th - Louisville 
September 14th – Louisville 
September 29th – Louisville 
October 13th – Louisville 
October 26th – Louisville  
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Golftoberfest October 5th 

Persimmon Ridge Golf Club 

For more information and 

registration please visit 

www.kyra.org and click on the 

“Events” tab. 

 
      

 
 

 

http://www.kyra.org/


• To-Go alcohol must generally be sold with a prepared meal 

and only in quantities that a reasonable person would 

purchase with that meal. 

• Alcoholic drinks sold to-go must be placed in a sealed bag or 

container that makes tampering visibly apparent. 

• Packaged alcohol may be sold only in sealed original 

containers when the license allows it, such as a “Retail 

package license”. 

• To-go alcoholic beverages cannot be within reach of the driver 

so, alcohol sold to go must be transported in a locked glove 

compartment, trunk, or another area outside the passenger 

area of the vehicle. 

• For businesses that deliver alcohol, the delivery driver must 

be at least 21 years old 

• Sales and deliveries cannot be made to minors, intoxicated 

people, or into dry territory.  

Compliance Checklist: 

1. Confirm the business license permits the specific type of to-

go or delivery alcohol sale 

2. Ensure the to-go alcohol sale is purchased with a prepared 

meal. 

3. Use sealed, tamper-evident packaging for drinks prepared by 

the business. 

4. Verify the customer is at least 21 and not visibly intoxicated. 

5. Check whether the delivery or pickup location is in a wet, 

moist, or dry territory. 

6. Train employees and delivery drivers on identification 

checks, delivery limits, and transport rules. 

 

Ensure your team is confident in these regulations and in serving 

alcoholic beverages safely! 

 

 

Sign up for a ServSafe® class with the Kentucky Restaurant 

Association today! Please contact Amy West, amy@kyra.org or 

follow this link to register for a class REGISTRATION - Kentucky 

Restaurant Association. 

  

Amy West   

Director of Training 

KRA 

502-400-3736 

amy@kyra.org              
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